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Welcome to the 13th Edition of
On The Ball Magazine
It is hard to believe we are at this stage of the year, the 
Championship is over and we are already preparing for 
2016. 2015 was another great year for camogie. Cork retained 
their Senior All-Ireland crown; we had new champions 
emerging at Intermediate and Junior level and while there 
was disappointment for some there was elation for others. 
However, I think you will all agree we witnessed some great 
games that enthralled us throughout the year. 

It was an honour to host Uachtarán na hÉireann Michael 
D. Higgins and his wife Sabina along with the Taoiseach 
Enda Kenny in Croke Park when they attended our All-
Ireland finals this year. Given their extremely busy schedules 
I am delighted that they choose to attend our finals. This 
year they were treated to three great games of camogie 
and witnessed camogie being played at the top level in the 
stadium where everyone wants to play - Croke Park. 

Congratulations to all six teams who entertained us on the 
day, and heartiest congratulations to the successful All-
Ireland winners of 2015, Cork, Waterford, Laois and Carlow 
(who won the Junior A crown). 

Our Camogie Stars
The 2015 All Stars and Soaring Stars have been selected from 
both League and Championship games this year. It is a difficult 
task for the selectors given the number of games they have 
attended, the high skill level and also the wonderful personal 
performances on display across all games and counties. I 
wish to congratulate all of our nominees and our recipients; 
you are all stars and a credit to your county and clubs. You are 
tremendous ambassadors of our sport, l want to thank you, 
firstly for the commitment you have shown and also for the 
entertainment you have provided during the year where you 
have showcased the game of camogie at the highest level.  

2015 sees the inaugural Players’ Player of the Year Award. 
One player from the Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
intercounty Championship will lift this award which is voted 
for by the players from all the intercounty panels. This is 
a very prestigious award as the winner is picked by their 
peers. I am delighted that this award is presented by the 
Camogie Association, WGPA and Liberty Insurance, official 
sponsors of the award.

The Our Game Your Game initiative which commenced in 
2014 continued in 2015 with eight intercounty players giving 

us an insight into the role camogie plays in their lives and 
also providing us with a glimpse into their personal lives and 
the commitment and dedication they have given every day in 
order to compete at the highest level of the game. They have 
proved to be tremendous role models and ambassadors for 
camogie and I thank them for their generosity in giving us 
these insights which have highlighted their love and passion 
for camogie.  

Ashbourne Cup 
Camogie has a long history at third level and the Ashbourne 
Cup competition celebrated its 100th anniversary this year.  
It is incredible to think that the first competition took place 
100 years ago and was won by UCD. This competition is 
a key competition in the history of camogie and has left 
a lasting mark with many of the participants going on to 
compete at intercounty level and winning All-Ireland medals 
and All-Star Awards.

An evening to celebrate all those who took part in the 
Ashbourne Cup was held on the eve of the All-Ireland 
Finals and this fittingly took place in Croke Park. I wish to 
thank Brídín and Aidan Ó Maolagáin, and the Ashbourne 
Committee for all their tireless work. It would however be 
remiss of me not to give special mention to Brídín who 
worked tirelessly to ensure the success of the occasion.  

Poc Fada
Congratulations to Patricia Jackman who secured her 
7th National Poc Fada title in a row. This is an incredible 
achievement given that Patricia spent most of the year in 
the UK studying and still managed to return to represent 
her county and her club. The Poc Fada competition is held 
in the Cooley Mountains over a challenging course and each 
year the tournament becomes more competitive and harder 
so Patricia’s achievement is all the more noteworthy.

Féile na nGael
2800 under 14 girls took part in Féile na nGael this year 
which was hosted across all of Ulster for the 2nd successive 
year.

Féile is a fantastic weekend a true celebration of camogie, 
hurling and handball. It is a memorable experience for all 
those involved but particularly for the girls and boys who play 
in this prestigious national tournament and who received a 
warm welcome from all the host families throughout the 
Province of Ulster.



In addition the provincial blitzes for the top tiered counties 
proved to be very successful with the teams involved having 
a wonderful day where they represented their club with great 
pride and skill.  

This tournament continues to grow with 117 clubs taking 
part in 2015; a huge success and a wonderful boost for 
camogie, hurling and handball. Míle buíochas to all of the 
host venues who were so accommodating for the whole 
weekend.

Féile na nGael was a resounding success thanks to the 
National Games Development Committee, National Féile 
Committee, Ulster GAA, Ulster Camogie and Handball, and 
all of the many volunteers and full time teams in all codes 
for an exceptional job well done.

International Camogie
Our games have expanded from beyond Ireland to take 
into account many diverse locations around the globe. The 
recent unfavourable economic conditions in Ireland of which 
we are all aware, is one factor which has contributed to the 
growth of the games. However, I believe it is important to 
highlight that the skill, athleticism, power and spectacle of 
our games have also played a major role in their growth and 
immersion in new communities worldwide. Along with the 
players who have strong Irish connections who will play this 
weekend there has been a sizable increase in the number 
of players taking up the game who have no connection to 
Ireland in the last few years. The skill and determination 
of these athletes who are new to the game of camogie is 
tremendous, and their competitiveness and eagerness to 
master the skills is just as strong as their colleagues back 
home in Ireland.  

It is heartening to know there are GAA clubs all over the 
world now, providing the opportunity for players to maintain 
their sporting interests while away from home while at the 
same time providing them with a link to what is familiar.  
This is the strength of our game and the GAA family.

I attended the All Britain Competition Games (ABC) in 
London where teams from all levels across the UK competed 
in camogie, hurling and football. The ABC games cater for 
underage players which is a tournament run over four days 
and is a festival of Gaelic games with players competing 
for club teams across the UK. I look forward to seeing this 
tournament grow and develop in the coming years.

2015 also saw the Inaugural All Britain Champions Tara of 
London compete in the All-Ireland Junior Championships 
where they played the Leinster Junior Champions 
Johnstownbridge of Kildare. While Johnstownbridge came 
out on top it was wonderful to see the All-Britain Champions 
taking part in our Junior Club All-Ireland series after a short 
absence. 

I was fortunate to have attended the Continental Youth 
Championships (CYC) in San Francisco and to see children 
playing camogie, hurling and football over four days in one 
venue. It was an amazing feat of organisation and I look 

forward to 2016 in Chicago where no doubt there will be 
an increased level of participation. I also hope that given 
the success of the CYC that this will provide the impetus to 
the further development of structures to ensure that these 
young players continue to give the opportunity to play our 
games as adult players across North America and Canada.  

The North American Championship was held in Boston 
where 1,500 adults played over 100 games in all four codes 
over three days. Adult camogie in North America has 
continued to grow and in 2015 a new team from New York 
won the North American Senior and Junior Championship. 
The standard is high and the love of the game is flourishing. 
Football was always strong here but the increase and 
standard of hurling and camogie was complimented by all 
present.

Camogie continues to grow at pace across Asia and Australia 
again with a number of players who have travelled abroad 
to work and seek further education, but the playing cohort 
also includes players who have no experience of playing our 
games. The FEXCO Asian Gaelic Games are an important 
fixture in the Gaelic Games calendar occurring over one 
weekend in October. The games bring together all members 
of the Gaelic Games family in a joint celebration of our 
games and our culture. Teams travel from near and far to 
play camogie, hurling, and football, and this year Shanghai 
in China was the venue.  

I would like to thank all the volunteers who give up their 
time to ensure the growth of camogie across the world.

Looking forward
I am looking forward to the AIB All-Ireland Junior Club 
Championship Final which takes place later this month.  This 
will be followed by the AIB All-Ireland Club Championship 
Intermediate and Senior Level Finals in March. This 
competition has grown from strength to strength and I 
look forward to the 2015 finals which are the pinnacle of 
competitions for all our club players.

While it may seem that we have only finished our League 
and Championships, the 2016 season will not be long  
coming around and I have no doubt that the 2016 Leagues 
and Championships will be every much as competitive and 
exciting as the year just gone. I look forward to seeing you 
at all the games and supporting our players and our game.  

Finally, I wish to thank everyone who contributed to an 
exciting and fantastic year and we look forward to another 
great season.

Le meas,

Cáit Ní Náiraigh
Uachtarán
An Cumann Camógaíochta



As part of the National Development Plan consultation the 
Camogie Association recently undertook an online survey. This 
online survey was launched on the weekend of the All-Ireland 
finals and was open for one month. The survey was broad, 
seeking the views of those who are involved in camogie on a 
wide range of subjects relevant to the sport.

The survey was undertaken as part of the process of producing 
the new National Development Plan. The current National 
Development Plan, Our Game Our Passion, runs from 2010 to 
2015, and the new plan will run from 2016 to 2018/2019. 

A key part of developing any strategic plan is consultation with 
key stakeholders and specifically those who play and love the 
sport, as well as all the parents, coaches, officials and referees, 
teachers, media and everyone who gives their time to the sport.

A good plan for a sport is one 
that has listened to the voices of 
all those people and has put their 
ideas and thoughts at the centre   
of the plan for the sport. 

The survey had that purpose at its core – 
listen to those at the heart of the sport, and 
let those people have their say on the future 
of the sport.

Findings form key part of 
National Development Plan
writes Maeve Buckley
of Line Up Sports



The survey, along with regional meetings, and many one-on-one 
meetings, has been invaluable to date in forming the thinking of 
the next National Development Plan. We would like to take this 
opportunity again to thank all those involved.

The new plan will be ready for the beginning of 2016. To keep 

up to date check out our social media channels where we will be 
communicating via twitter, facebook and our website.

The development of the plan is facilitated by Maeve Buckley of 
Line Up Sports – lineupsme.com.



AIB, proud long-standing sponsor of the GAA Club 
Championships, teamed up with Killarney Legion and Kerry 
footballer James O’Donoghue, Thurles Sarsfield and Tipperary 
hurler Padraic Maher and Milford and Cork camogie player 
Ashling Thompson to launch the 2015/16 season. 

The three GAA stars have finished their inter-county season 
and are now back with their respective clubs as the battle of 
#TheToughest clubs commences.

As the newest sponsor of the GAA All-Ireland Football 
Championship, AIB is now proud to be backing both Club 
and County. Following a successful summer where the Dublin 
footballers reigned supreme, AIB is returning to its roots, where 
#TheToughest begins - the AIB GAA Club Championships.

As county champions are crowned, the winning clubs from 
around the country will prepare themselves for the tough 
upcoming Provincial round. There is no ‘back door’ from 
the provincial championships onwards and much of the 
competition will be played in challenging conditions over 
the winter months. But it’s these gruelling games that will 
ultimately see a deserving 18 clubs reach Croke Park next year 
in the hopes of winning the coveted Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior Club Championship titles.

 “I’ve been lucky enough to have won an All-Ireland with Milford, 
but I can’t wait to challenge again for it this year. It’s unique 
in that everything starts at the club and it’s so difficult to win 
an All-Ireland title. The sense of pride you feel is incredible”, 
Milford and Cork’s Ashling Thompson said

“To win an AIB Club Championship would mean everything to 
me,”Killarney Legion and Kerry star, James O’Donoghue said. 

“It’s so difficult to win because games come thick and fast and 
you have to be mentally ready for a battle week in, week out. 
You also have to be physically and mentally tough to endure the 
difficult winter conditions. To win an All-Ireland with my club 
would definitely be one of the ultimate achievements for me.”

“We’ve come close in the past but just fell short”, stated Thurles 
Sarsfields and Tipperary man, Pádraic Maher. “All the hard 
work and sacrifices myself and my team mates whom I grew 
up with have to make. The chance to win an AIB All-Ireland 
Championship with your friends and family would definitely 
one of the most rewarding achievements for me”.

 AIB officially announced its sponsorship of the Senior Football 
Championship earlier this year when it also revealed that it was 
extending its partnership with the Club Championship until 
March 2018.

Denis O’Callaghan, Head of AIB Branch Banking, emphasised 
the importance of AIB’s partnership with the GAA. “Our 
sponsorship now includes Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
Championships across hurling, football and camogie and 
the new Senior Football Championship has been a great 
addition to this portfolio. We are proud to be backing Club and 
County for the first time ever this year, and especially pleased 
to extend our sponsorship of the Club Championships for a 
24th consecutive year. The Club Championships is one of the 
most unique, competitive and toughest competitions to win 
in sport and we’re proud to be supporting #TheToughest all 
the way.”

For exclusive content and to see why AIB are backing Club 
and County follow us @AIB_GAA and on Facebook at                   
facebook.com/AIBGAA



The shortlist for the inaugural Camogie Association/WGPA Players’ 
Player of the Year Awards sponsored by Liberty Insurance have been 
announced across the three award categories and are as follows:

Senior Player of the Year Shortlist

 Gemma O’Connor (Cork)

 Niamh Kilkenny (Galway)

 Orla Cotter (Cork)

Intermediate Player of the Year Shortlist

 Jane Dolan (Meath)

 Patricia Jackman (Waterford)

 Susie O’Carroll (Kildare)

Junior Player of the Year Shortlist

 Kate Nolan (Carlow)

 Kelley Hopkins (Roscommon)

 Sarah-Anne Fitzgerald (Laois)

The Players’ Player of the Year Awards will honour the outstanding 
achievement of an individual player in the Senior, Intermediate and 
Junior championships.

Players who are members of an inter-county panel, participating in this 
year’s Championship were invited to vote on their Player of the Year 
based on the final shortlist. Players were requested to submit their vote 
online or by email to the WGPA before Monday, November 2nd, with 
the overall recipients announced on the night of the Camogie All-Stars 
Awards on November 7th.



ALL-STARS
  1
  AOIFE
  MUrrAY
  COrK

 2 3 4
 PAMELA SArAH HEATHEr
 MACKEY DErVAN COONEY
 COrK GALWAY GALWAY

 5 6 7
 rENA GEMMA LOrrAINE
 BUCKLEY O’CONNOr rYAN
 COrK COrK GALWAY

 8 9
 NIAMH ASHLING
 KILKENNY THOMPSON
 GALWAY COrK

 10 11 12
 OrLA NIAMH KATE
 COTTEr McGrATH KELLY
 COrK GALWAY WEXFOrD

 13 14 15
 BrIEGE MOLLY AILISH
 COrKErY DUNNE O’rEILLY
 COrK GALWAY GALWAY



  
  
  
  

   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

  
  
  
  

   
   
   
   

   
   
   
   

INTERMEDIATE SOARING STARS
 
 SUSIE MELISSA JANE
 O’CArrOLL LYONS DOLAN
 KILDArE KILDArE MEATH

 LOrrAINE BETH PATrICIA
 BrAY CArTON JACKMAN
 WATErFOrD WATErFOrD WATErFOrD

JUNIOR SOARING STARS
 
 LAUrA-MArIE LOUISE SArAH-ANNE
 MAHEr MAHONY FITZGErALD
 LAOIS LAOIS LAOIS

 SUSAN rACHEL PAMELA
 SPILLANE FITZMAUrICE GrEVILLE
 rOSCOMMON rOSCOMMON WESTMEATH

MANAGER of the YEAR
PAUDIE

MUrrAY
COrK



Kate McDonald doesn’t know what the future holds 
for her in camogie after a testing season where her 
injury jinx struck once more, while she continued her 
studies to get closer to her long-held goal of becoming 
a secondary school teacher.

The Thomastown star, who captained Kilkenny to All-
Ireland glory at U16 level and has been on the senior 
panel since then, will qualify next May, all things being 

well.

It has been a circuitous and convoluted route for 
McDonald through the system and the 24-year-

old admits that she gets a bit of slagging from 
her fellow H Dip students for being around so 
long.

She was not allowed commence her H Dip 
immediately, being forced to take a year out. 
She had to find things to do as she was 
“going out of my mind”. Five months in 

an accountancy firm followed and the 
Noresider was offered an opportunity 

to do a three-year graduate course.

“Never in my wildest dreams did I 
want to become an accountant,” 

says a smiling McDonald. “I was 
biding my time and teaching was all 

I ever wanted to do. I do get a bit of 
slagging in college for the fact that I’m 

there a long time but it’s only a bit of banter.”

She needed some part-time work to keep her head above 
water once she finally did get back to college. Waitressing 
did the job for a while. So too, a role described by her 
LinkedIn page as ‘child entertainer’.

Cue peals of laughter.

“It was a tough year. I wasn’t making the team and I was pushing    
    myself as hard as I could. Being captain made no difference, 
              I would have pushed myself that hard anyway…”

Daragh Ó Conchúir speaks with Kilkenny star Kate McDonald 
about a frustrating 2015 and discusses her future plans



“I was working as an elf over Christmas! There was a Santa 
Train at Mount Juliet and I worked there for two years. 
So I have the costume and it gets the odd outing over 
Christmas now and again. It was a bit of craic. Probably 
the hardest job I’ve ever had. I’m glad I picked secondary 
teaching.”

Juggling all the balls has been difficult, particularly when 
attempting to keep an inter-county career going.

“With this course, you teach every day (at present, it’s 
maths and geography at Oatlands College, Stillorgan) and 
in the evening you’ve lectures, so you could have lectures 
until 7 o’clock. So you have to have your dinner, lunch and 
breakfast ready from the previous day. You have to be on 
the ball and have everything planned.

“I only got a car this year and before that it was constant 
buses and lifts and all that, so it was a lot harder. With the 
car, you can load up. You don’t have to decide on what 
things you can carry on your back on the bike.

“You just have to be seriously organised. Otherwise you 
haven’t a hope.”

This year, with Thomastown as county champions, 
McDonald was named Kilkenny captain. What she 
hoped would be an unforgettable year proved thoroughly 
disappointing.

“It was a tough year. I wasn’t making the team and I was 
pushing myself as hard as I could. Being captain made no 
difference, I would have pushed myself that hard anyway.

“I tore cartilage in my knee that pulled me back a little bit. 
I tried to ignore it and get on with it but I had to have the 
operation in the end. I had it done in the stage where I 
hoped to be back in contention for the final but we didn’t 
get there.

“Then it was back to the club and we were beaten badly 
in the county final. It was a bad way to end the year.”

As for next year, she is still thinking about it. Kilkenny 
will have new management that may or may not want 
her. She doesn’t know how she’ll be physically, having 
already suffered cruciate ligament injuries in each 
knee before the cartilage problem. She might have a 
job. Maybe she will go travelling.

As an All-Ireland schools volleyball winner at Our 
Lady’s Callan (with fellow Kilkenny stars Denise 
Gaule, Jacqui Frisby and Mairead Power), who was 
good enough to earn national trials along with 
Gaule, only for camogie to be given primacy, she 
might return to that.

Or maybe badminton, which she also played to a 
high level provincially.

“It’s all just thoughts at the moment. I don’t know. 
Camogie has ruled my life since the age of 15 or 
16… I think this is my eighth season in the senior 
county panel. I don’t know. It’s all undecided.”

Meanwhile, she is enjoying helping out with the 
hurling team at Oatlands and will always love camogie.

Don’t rule her out yet.

“It’s all just 

thoughts at 

the moment. 

I don’t know. 

Camogie has 

ruled my life 

since the age 

of 15 or 16… I 

think this is my 

eighth season 

in the senior 

county panel. I 

don’t know - It’s 

all undecided.”



To keep up with all the development news follow the Camogie Association on Facebook.com/officialcamogieassociation and twitter.com/officialcamogie

Camogie National Hurl with Me Programme
24 Camogie clubs took part in a National ‘Hurl with Me 
Programme’ this year. The programme lasted 6 weeks and 
involves a tutor conducting an hour long session each week 
with the parents of the 7-10 year olds in each of the participating 
clubs. During the hour the tutor demonstrates to the parents the 
various skills of the game with the parents trying out the skills 
and also learning the basics of how to coach skills. 

The aim of the programme is that parents will increase their 
knowledge of the sport while also performing the skills at home 
with their daughter. For the club the objective of the programme 
is that they increase the number of parents involved in coaching/
administration or other important club duties. The 6 week 
programme culminated with a national day in Commercials club 
in Dublin on June 6th, which was sponsored by the National 
Dairy Council. On this day clubs participated in a game of two 
halves where daughters played the first half and parents played 
the second half. 22 clubs attended on the day with 400 parents 
and 450 daughters participating. 

Clubs that took part in the initiative:

CONNACHT Na Brideoga (Mayo), Ballinasloe (Galway), 
Athenry (Galway).

ULSTEr Eoghan Rua (Derry), St.Brigids (Armagh), Omagh 
(Tyrone), Kilcoo (Down), Portaferry (Down).

MUNSTEr Cappamore (Limerick), Clooney-Quin (Clare), 
Erin’s Own (Cork), Cappoquin (Waterford), Charleville (Cork), 
Silvermines (Tipperary).

LEINSTEr Commercials (Dublin), Rathcoffey (Kildare), 
Rathgarogue (Wexford), Harps (Laois), Emeralds (Kilkenny), 
Whitehall Colmcilles (Dublin), Delvin (Westmeath), Kiltale 
(Meath), St.Cillian’s (Offaly).

Hurl Smart Week
59 Camogie clubs from around the country took part in ‘Hurl Smart 
Week 2015’. Hurl Smart Week took place from the 1st-7th June. 

The aim of Hurl Smart Week is that Camogie clubs would join with 
their local GAA club and community in getting everyone active for 
the week through the medium of camogie and other fun activities. 
Clubs ran a number of events throughout the week such as solo relay 
races, obstacle course, wall ball competitions, skill tests and talks on 
nutrition and fitness.

Other clubs thought of very interesting and novel ideas as part of 
their programme for the week such as ‘Picnic in the Penalty spot’ and 
‘Hang out and Hurl’! 

Provincial U12 Blitzes & Camán to Croker 2015
150 clubs from 27 counties took part in the under 12 provincial 
blitzes in 2015. 3750 girls in total played in one of the provincial 
venues. Camán to Thurles took place on 25th April in Semple 
Stadium with 48 clubs from 6 counties taking part on the day. 
Camán to Ulster took place on 9th May in Newry, Down with 35 
clubs from 8 counties participating. Camán to Connacht took place 
on 10th May in Pearse Stadium with 24 clubs from 3 counties and 
Camán to Tullamore took place on 23rd May in O’Connor Park, 
Tullamore with 43 clubs from 11 counties participating. 

Clubs that registered for their provincial days were included in the 
draw to attend the Camán to Croker Day on 7th July. 64 Camogie 
Clubs attended the Camán to Croker day in Croke Park in association 
with Torpey Hurleys. This day is for under 12 Camogie teams from 
around the country. These teams were drawn from provincial days 
and 10 clubs that ran successful Hurl Smart Weeks were chosen.

1150 girls played in Croke Park on the day!Féile na nGael 2015
The Féile na Gael competition took place on the 19th, 20th 
and 21st June. In total 117 clubs and 2800 girls played in the 
Féile competition in 2015.

The National Féile competition took place in Ulster for the 
weekend with regional Féile blitzes in Tipperary, Kilkenny, 
Galway and Laois on Saturday 20th June. There were 6 
divisions played in Ulster with cup and shield finals at each 
grade. 84 camogie teams took part in the National Féile blitz 
competition in Ulster.

In the regional blitzes 1st, 2nd 3rd and 4th placed teams from 
Galway, Tipperary, Kilkenny, Cork, Clare, Dublin, Limerick and 
Wexford took part in a blitz with the first placed Waterford club 
also taking part in regional Féile. 33 clubs teams took part in 
the regional Féile blitzes this year in total.



Camogie stars get on their bike
for ChildFund 

The Camogie Association is pleased to announce 
ChildFund Ireland as their chosen charity partner. 
ChildFund Ireland is an independent not-for-profit 
organisation working with children, families and 
communities in Africa, Asia and the Americas. 

The Camogie Association and ChildFund Ireland, 
which is part of the International ChildFund Alliance, 
working in 56 countries supporting 15 million people 
worldwide, will work on a number of key initiatives 
focussing initially on the Dream Bikes project. 

Dream Bikes will involve individuals and Camogie 
clubs nationwide, raising funds to support the cost of 
purchasing bikes for schoolchildren in the countries 
in which ChildFund work. 

Inter-county Camogie stars and ChildFund 
Ambassadors, Mags D’Arcy of Wexford, Aoife 
Murray of Cork, Down Camogie player Fionnuala 
Carr and Sarah Dervan of Galway joined with CEO of 
ChildFund Ireland Mick Kiely to announce the charity 
partnership. 

Speaking about the charity announcement President of 
the Camogie Association, Catherine Neary said: 

“I am delighted that the Camogie Association’s chosen 
charity partner is ChildFund.  ChildFund has a long history 
of working within communities with children across the 
world.  Both the Camogie Association and ChildFund are 
very much based in the community setting. The Dream 
Bikes initiative provides us with the opportunity to 
support less advantaged children living in communities 
to attend school thereby making a major contribution 
to their education and a brighter future. This project will 
highlight what can be achieved when we work together.”

Speaking about the partnership Mick Kiely, CEO of 
ChildFund said:  

“ChildFund are grateful to Catherine Neary, President of the 
Camogie Association for choosing our organisation as its 
charity partner of choice. The Dream Bikes campaign will 
have an amazing positive effect on the lives of thousands of 
children in the developing world, all thanks to the Camogie 
Association and this partnership.” 

“The idea of organic development through the bedrock 
of community is very much in line with ChildFund’s work 
in developing countries where we endeavour to empower 
children to progress in life,” added Kiely.

The 100th Ashbourne Cup was played out in the surroundings of 
DCU earlier this year, and the honour of housing the famous cup 
during centenary year went to Waterford IT, after a compelling win 
over rivals UL. This year’s Ashbourne competition will be structured 
differently to recent years, but is sure to still have all the drama. 

Mary Immaculate fresh from their Purcell success will join UUJ, 
UCD and UL in Group 1 whilst holders WIT are grouped with 
NUIG, UCC and DCU. The top team in each group will go straight 
through to the semi finals whilst quarter finals have now been 
introduced and will see 2nd and 3rd in each group face off for the 
last two semi final spots. 

The first round of action gets underway on the week beginning 23rd 
November whilst the finals will be hosted by NUIG on the weekend 
of the 13/14th February. The Purcell and Father Meaghair Cups 
will also be hosted that weekend and will prove equally difficult to 
predict a winner. DIT, Carlow IT and St Pats make up group 1 whilst 
Queens, Cork IT and Maynooth University make up the second 
group in Purcell. The Father Meaghair draw will be made next week.

A new committee has been elected and are keen to keep up the 
good work of previous officers. Any news or updates can be found 
on www.ccaothirdlevelcamogie.wordpress.com or Twitter account 
@3rdLevelCamogie. We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our colleges every success on the playing fields.



These are hectic times for Ali Maguire but as an elite athlete 
for many years, it is something she has grown accustomed 
to. In fact, the 26-year-old teacher relishes it.

Up to now, club camogie has been her focus and Maguire 
was player of the match with an eight-point contribution, 
including an injury-time winner, as St Vincent’s pipped 
Lucan Sarsfields by the minimum in a replay to claim the 
Dublin senior title for only the fourth time, and the first 
since 2007.

It was a momentous night for the Marino girls as they 
completed a league and championship double.

This campaign has delayed Maguire’s return to her other 
sporting love. One of the country’s top basketballers, she has 
been a vital component of the Killester team in recent years. 
Such is her calibre that she was part of the National League 
select squad competing in an international tournament in 
Luxembourg against the hosts and Scotland in May.

Once she gets going, she will be with Killester until the end 
of the National League and it will be the recommencement 
of her camogie season that will be held up.

So it has always been. There are decisions to be made and 
for Maguire to flourish – and flourish she does in both 
codes– there has to be some give on all sides.

The cooperation of management and coaches is vital and 
that has always been there, whether it be with Vincent’s, 
Killester or Dublin. The Luxembourg trip was an out of the 
ordinary event but Dublin manager, Shane O’Brien was 
happy to allow her take up the opportunity, recognising 
that it was the closest thing to an international cap in an 
era when Ireland hasn’t field a women’s basketball team 
since 2008 because of financial constraints.

Maguire repaid that understanding in spades and nobody 
was surprised that she was nominated for an All-Star along 
with her clubmate, the former Cork player, Sarah O’Donovan.

“I think the results showed that 

if we do have the best players 

available we can compete with 

the so-called top tier counties…”

Daragh Ó Conchúir meets with Ali Maguire to 
talk about a year where Dublin made tangible 
progress



There had been many tough times endured as a Dublin 
senior camogie player since joining the squad as an 
18-year-old.

“Over the past few years we haven’t fully had the best 30 or 
so girls available so that was maybe one of the reasons we 
haven’t competed as well in recent seasons as we would 
have liked to,” Maguire explains.

“In the year gone by, people made themselves available 
and it was a good set-up. I think the results showed that 
if we do have the best players 
available we can compete with 
the so-called top tier counties.”

There were some horrible days 
and heavy defeats but Maguire 
insists that she never lost hope.

“They’re a great bunch of girls 
and you have to keep believing. 
You’re already defeated if you’re 
mentally defeated. We knew 
there were some good underage 
players coming up and if we got 
everyone available we would be 
able to compete. So it’s nice to 
see this year what we can do 
and hopefully we can push on for the next few years.”

O’Brien took over at the beginning of the season with a 
record of achievement in coaching terms and brought 
knowledgeable, successful people with him. Michael 
O’Grady, John Treacy, Shane Dalton, Derek Ryan and Laura 
McCague were all vastly knowledgeable, with four of the 
quintet having previous inter-county involvement, while 
Ryan was once one of the best squash players in the world.

“Every one of them was able to contribute something 
throughout the year. Michael O’Grady, John Treacy… these 
lads have tremendous experience and they were able to 
pass it on. The lads left no stone unturned and we learned 
so much from them. It was really good. And it wasn’t one 
person. It was the whole backroom team that contributed 
to the decent season we had.”

It is notable that Maguire describes the term as “decent”. 
While winning was a welcome relief after so long without 
knowing the feeling – they won four competitive games 
and drew another in 2015 - the improvement was such that 
there was a tinge of disappointment to end it all losing in 
an All-Ireland quarter-final.

“At the start of the year we’d set our goals. Realistically, we 
were looking at the minimum of a semi-final. We didn’t get 
there in the end and we lost by three points to Wexford but 
listen, we’ll learn from it. It’s the first year we’ve competed 
really well.

“We’re finished now with the moral victories we’ve had to 
strive for over the last few years. The only victories that 
really matter are the results on the scoreboard. It’s a nice 

position to be in that we are at that stage. The semi-final 
will be our aim next year.”

It wasn’t ideal having to play twice in 48 hours following 
the saga over the last championship quarter-final place 
involving Dublin and Clare but Maguire is happy to put 
that behind her. What she would love, she wryly notes, is 
just a percentage of those exercised on social media and 
other fora, to show their concern in tangible terms.

“It’s in the past. Hopefully lessons will be learned. We moved 
on. Both teams moved on. It was 
interesting the media coverage 
that it got. To see it on the news 
was mental. It took legs and kept 
growing. If people could actually 
have that interest for finals and other 
games, it would be great.”

Crucially, she expects everyone to 
be back next year, including the 
ageless Louise O’Hara.

“She’s a phenomenal athlete. 
She strives to be the best and she 
looks after herself. I wouldn’t say 
there’ll be any issue there. Age is 
only a number for her! Everyone 

in Dublin camogie looks up to Louise. She’s been a great 
ambassador for the county for the last number of years. 
Hopefully she’ll stay playing for another few years.”

Maguire will be around for a while too. While many of 
her colleagues – she teaches geography and coaches 
basketball at Chanel College in Coolock – go travelling 
during the summer, she is satisfied that there is plenty of 
time for the Serengeti or Victoria Falls.

Come the summer, it will all be about Dublin.

“We’re finished now with the 
moral victories we’ve had to 
strive for over the last few 
years. The only victories that 
really matter are the results 
on the scoreboard. It’s a nice 
position to be in that we are 
at that stage. The semi-final 
will be our aim next year.”

xAli picks up her Liberty Insurance Player of the 
Match award from Dublin’s Senior Camogie 
Championship win over Derry during the Summer
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